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Th’ adorning Thee with fo mer art, 
Ts but a needlefs frill. : CowLEx. 


~ 
> ~— 


ey 'T is a general obfervation, that the 


character and difpofition of every 

man may, in fome degree, be 

guefied at from the’formation and 

turn of ‘his features; or, in other 
AE Cpe AS GAYE, words, that the face is an index of 
the mind. This remark is certainly not without foun- 
dation; neverthelefs, as men do not make themfelves, 
but yet are maftets of their wills and actions, frequent 
inftances happen, in which this rule is found to fail 
-and ‘appearances contradict reality, 
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I wave oftenthought that a furer way might be found 
«of difcovering the fecret notions and bias of each perfon; 
-and that if inftead of confulting the phyfiognomy, we 
- were to have recourfe to fuch things as are the immedi- 
- ate objects of choice and fancy, we fhould arrive at a 
truer knowledge of the perfon who adopts them. The beft 
clue we can lay hold of for this purpofe is, in my opi- 
nion, the different modes of covering and adorning the 
: body, or whatever is comprifed under the idea of press, 
‘ The Spanith proverb fays, ‘‘ Tell me what books a man 
“* reads, and what company he keeps, and I will tell 
«© you what manner of man heis.” ‘It may be faid with 
- equal propriety, tell me how fuch a perfon drefes, and 
I will tell you what he is. In faét, nature herfelf, by 
the appurtenances and ornaments which the beftows on 
different animals, feems to fhadow and point out their 
latent qualities. Who can fee the. peacock ftrut and 
{pread his gaudy train, without conceiving an idea of 
the pride and vanity of that fop among birds ? The lion, 
wrapped up in the majefty of his mane, fills us with no- 
tions of the grandeur and noblenefs of his nature. ” It 
is the fame with men. What nature gives to irrational _ 
animals, man, by the help of art, fupplies to himéfelf; 
_and in the choice and arrangement of his press, {peaks 
his real notions and fentiments. — 
In a theatre, which is the glafs of fathion, and the 
picture of the world, it is well known that a ftrict atten- 
‘tion is always paid to what is called the drefing of the 
characters. The mifer has his thread-bare coat; the fop 
his’grey powder, folitaire, and red heel: each character 
‘hanging outa fign, as it were, in his drefs, which pro- 
‘claims to the audience the nature of his part, even be- 
fore he utters a word. The impreflion which this out- 
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ward appearance makes upon the mind, is fo ftrong, that 
ftates and governments have availed themfelves of it for 
good and wife purpofes. It is certain that the ignorant 
and vulgar part of mankind are moft eafily captivated by 
what ftrikes the fight. Love, it is faid, enters in at the 
eyes: andI am aptto think, that moft of the other paf- 
fions enter into the mind through the fame paflage. Hence 
the neceflity of applying to this fenfe; and hence the 
origin of pREss, and the pomp of kings, magiftrates, 
and others, calculated (according to Milton) only to 
Dazzle the croud, and fet them all agape.. 
AmonG the numberlefs inftances that might be brought 
in proof of this affertion, I have however remarked one, 
in which the means do not feem to me.to anfwer the end 
propofed, or at leaft that ought to be propofed by them. 
The inftance I mean is the regimentals now worn in the 
army. One would imagine from contemplating the pro- 
feffion of a foldier, that whatever could moft contribute 
towards giving an intrepid mafculine air and look, 
whatever could imprefs on the f{pedtator’s mind an 
idea of courage, fortitude and ftrength, would be 
deemed moft proper to furnifh out the appearance 
of thofe, who devote themfelves to all the toils, 
fatigues, and dangers of war. And yet, who will 
fay that our troops fpeak their profeffion in any 
. degree by their drefs? The red, indeed, in which 
they are clothed, as it conveys the idea of blood, and ap- 
- pears as if ftained with the colours of their trade, -is moft 
certainly proper. But what: fhall we fay for all the 
_ other articles of their drefs? Who that fees any of them 
~ fo elaborately and fplendidly equipped in all their trap- 
pings, would not be more apt to think by their appear- 
ance,, that they were going to grace fome public feftival, 
OF 
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er to affift at fome joyful ceremony, than that they were 
men fet apart to combat with every hardthip, and to 
ftand in the rough front of war? When Crefus, the 
Lydian king, difplayed his heaps of treafure to Solon, 
‘the philofopher told him, that whoever had more iron, 
would foon be mafter of all his go/d; intimating that 
fhew and pomp were of no account, compared to what 
was really ufeful, and that riches in themfelves were of 
no value. To adapt this to our prefent purpofe, would 
-not.a fort of drefs, calculated to help and defend the 
wearer, .or annoy the enemy, be more ferviceable than 
ali the pride and tinfel that runs through the army frem 
the general to the private man.? 

THE ancient rude Britons feem to have had a better 
tafte, or at leaft, more meaning in their method of a- 
dorning themfelves, than their polifhed defcendants, 
As they were all foldiers, Celar tells us, they ufed to 
paint their bodies in fuch a manner as they conceived 
would make them appear terrible to their foes. Inftead 
of powdering and curling their hair, they wore it loofe, 
like the old Spartans, who always combed it down to it’s 
full extent ; and as the admirable author of Leonidas ex- 
preffes it, ‘‘ clothed their necks with terror.” For my own 
part, I cannot look on our troops, powdered and curled 
with fo much exactnefs, without applying Falftaff’s ex- 
preffion, and thinking indeed that they are food for pow- 
der. WNorcan I behold the lace, and all the wafte of 
finery in their clothing, .but in the fame light that I fur- 
vey the filver plates and ornaments of acoffin: indeed I 
am apt to impute their going to battle fo trim and adorn- 
ed, to the fame reafon that the fine lady painted her 
cheeks juft before fhe expired, that fhe might not be 
frightful when the was dead. -To afka plain queftion, 
where 
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ewhere is the need of all this finery? ‘* Willit (as Fal- 
«© ftaff fays-ef honour). fetaleg? No. Or anarm? No, 
““ Or heal the grief.ofa wound? Ne. It has then no 
“<¢ fkill in furgery,..and:is a merefcutcheon.” 

Wuen I cenfider the brilliant, but defencelefs ftate, in 
-which our ‘troops go to. battle, I cannot help wondering 
-at the extraordinary courage they have always fhewn ; 
-and am pleafed to find that they unite .in their perfons 
‘the ancient and modern sfignification of the werd reve, 
which implied formerly only finery. or ornarhent, but in 
it’s prefent a¢ceptation, means courage and refolution. 
“They are indeed both brave and-fine; brave as it is poffi- 
ble for men to be, but finer than it is neceflary for foldiers 
to be: fothat-what Cafar faid of b7s troops, may with 
great juftice be applied to ours, Etiam unguentatos bene 
pugnare pofe. Jn fpive of their finery and perfumes, 
they are brave fellows, and will fight. 

I nave been Jed:to confider this fubje& by 2 thort co- 
py of verfes, lately fent me by a friend, prefenting a pic- 
ture of a modern -warrior preparing for battle. Homer 
and Virgit defcribed their heroes ARMING for the fight ; 
but my friend exhibits 4/s hero pressine for the fight; it 
- ‘being obfervable, he fays, that our military gentlemen 
ufe at prefent ao more atmour in the day of battle, than 
they do when they go to church, or pay a vifit toa 
miftrefs. 

THE 


MODERN WARRIOR. 


©] HE trumpet founds. To war the troops advance, 
| Adorn’d and trim—like females to the dance. 

Proud of the fummons to difplay his might, 

The gay Loruario dreffes for the fight. 

Studtous in all the fplendor to appear, 

Pride, pomp, and circumftance of GLozious war! 


His 
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His well-turn'd limbs the diff rent garbs infold;” > 
_Form'd with nice art, and glitt'ring all with gold. 
Acrofs bis breaft the filken Sasu: is ty'd, 

Bebind the SHoULDER-KNOT: difplays it’s pride ; 

Glitt ring with.Lace, the Hat adorns bis bead, 
Grae'd and diftinguifh'd by the fmart CocK-ADE : 
Confpicuous badge !. which only: heroes wear, 

‘Enfign of -war,-and fav'rite of the Fair. ) 
‘The graceful Qutve his braided treffes.binds, 
And ev'ry hair in: it’s juft rank confines. 

Each taper leg the faowy:Guérres deck, 

And the bright-Gorcert dangles from - his neck. 
Drefs’d cap-a-pee, all lovely to‘ the fight, 

Stands the GAY WARRIOR,. and expects the fight. 
Rages the war; fell SLAUGHTER flalks around, 

And ftretches thoufands breathlefs on the ground : 

Down finks LoTuartio, fent by one dire blow, 

M4 WELL-DRESS’D HEROE, (0 the fhades. below, 

Thus the young vicT1M,. pamper'd and. elate, 

To . fome. refplendent fane is led.in fate, 
Withcarzanps crown’d, through fhouting crouds proceeds, 
« And drefsdin fatal POMP, MAGNIFICENTLY 4jeeds.” 
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